Congress of the Mnited States
Washington, D 20515

April 28,2021

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden
The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Biden,

The United States and the world continue to grapple with the devastating health,
economic, and social impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. While we are heartened that the U.S.
and other governments are scaling up vaccine distribution to curb the spread of infection and
bring an end to this crisis, we also recognize the world’s collective failure to be prepared for
rapid pandemic response and the urgent need to build and strengthen our systems for pandemic
preparedness and prevention.

U.S. global leadership is pivotal to creating and sustaining a pandemic-proof
world. Political will and financial commitments are required to make this possible. To this end,
we urge the Administration to fulfill its commitment to establish a new Fund for Global
Health Security and Pandemic Preparedness, as included in the amended Global Health
Security Act of 2021 (H.R. 391) advanced on a bipartisan basis by the House Foreign
Affairs Committee and as detailed in National Security Memorandum 1, Section 4. We
respectfully request you include no less than a $2 billion commitment to the Fund in your
FY2022 Budget Request to Congress.

Underinvestment in global health security and pandemic prevention and preparedness has
been a major factor in the inadequate control of COVID-19 around the world. We must close an
estimated $10-20 billion annual global funding gap over the next 10 years to make the world
better prepared for future pandemics— this represents a small fraction of what the U.S. has spent
to date on COVID-19 stimulus packages, vaccines, and other pandemic response measures. A
dedicated, disease-agnostic, multilateral financing mechanism is urgently needed to rapidly
accelerate pandemic preparedness. The Fund would provide catalytic funding and technical
assistance to partner countriesto develop and accelerate implementation of their national health
security action plans, close critical gaps in their preparedness for potential pandemics, prevent
zoonotic spillover at the source, promote national accountability and compliance with the
International Health Regulations, and stimulate “a global race to the top” that will incentivize
partner countries to prioritize and invest in greater preparedness. It is also critical to fulfilling the
promise of the Global Health Security Agenda.

Justas nearly two decades ago, the U.S. led the way in responding to the global AIDS
crisis by creating PEPFAR and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, now
is the time for the United States to mount the next major global initiative commensurate with the
threat and crisis of pandemic preparedness. U.S. leadership establishing and investing in a new
Fund for Global Health Security and Pandemic Preparedness will be essential and will help



attract and leverage new funding from other nations, the private sector, and philanthropy.

We share your commitment to ensuring that the U.S. and the world are better prepared
for emerging pandemic threats. We look forward to working with you and your Administration
to commit the resources necessary, establish this new global financing mechanism, and to
advance this urgent pillar of your national security agenda.

Sincerely,
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Brian Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress
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Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

/s/ Colin Allred
Member of Congress

/s/ Nanette Diaz Barragan
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

/s/ Bill Foster
Member of Congress

/s/ Raul M. Grijalva
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Member of Congress

/s/ Ro Khanna
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Member of Congress

/sl Alan Lowenthal
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

/s/ Sheila Jackson Lee
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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/s/ Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

/s/ Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

/sl Nydia M. Velazquez
Member of Congress

Is/ Peter Welch
Member of Congress
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